
Project: Aschaffenburg station



Aschaffenburg 2012. A new extended pedestrian tunnel was opened in February as part of the station 
modernisation. It links the entrance area with the district of Damm and with the park & ride area 
planned there. The extension of the underground passage boasts light and friendly walls with motifs 
designed by artist Jo Zeh-Kosanke, which the Artefactur then translated into tile designs.

Task: Artefactur was commissioned to plan and 
execute the high-quality wall design, a sophisti-
cated piece of art featuring motifs by the artist 
that were transferred onto a total of eight panels 
on the sides and front of the 110 m long pedest-
rian tunnel.

Execution: The planning process star-
ted with a trip to Aschaffenburg. On site, the  
Artefactur experts first took a careful look 
at the actual conditions of the pedestrian  
passage. The first thing they noticed was that 
the wall spaces earmarked for the tile panels 
were all of different heights and widths and, 
as a result, the artist’s designs in format 50 x 
200 cm could not be enlarged on a uniform 
scale and projected onto an identical final  
format. In order to compensate for the differen-
ces and retain the sense of perspective of the art-
works, they decided to recalculate a new uniform 
format, first applying a uniform magnification of 
all designs onto an oversize format, then taking 
into account the orientation of the vanishing 
lines and, finally, cutting the images to the res-
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pective sizes. This tremendously important pl-
anning work would have been almost impossible  
without Artefactur’s artistic understanding and 
architectural expertise.
 
The second phase was actual production.  
In order to meet the high load requirements of 
a pedestrian underpass and, at the same time, 
showcase the artist’s motifs to optimum effect, 
digital print was chosen to render the design. 
This innovative printing method could be used, 
for example, for individual control of the dif-
ferent shades of blue in the sky. The result is 
impressively natural and further reinforces the 
impact of the piece of art, much to the delight 
of the artist.

A total of 838 tiles in format 60 x 60 cm were 
produced to cover an area of 280 m2. To support 
assembly work in Aschaffenburg, Artefactur did 
the logistical groundwork and developed a precise  
installation plan that, in conjunction with the 
exact coding of each individual tile, ensured 
that the tiler would be able to assemble each tile 

on site exactly as required. This practical and 
comfortable service made things much easier 
for the partners in Aschaffenburg. The plan not 
only enabled efficient tiling and provided an im-
portant element of certainty when installing the 
tiles but, thanks to the amount of time saved, 
meant that the work could be finished within the 
tight deadline in time for the opening.

Result: The artworks in the pedestrian  
passage in Aschaffenburg are entitled  
“Into the light blue yonder”. An extremely  
apt name as the strong colours and precise  
execution in tile format bring a joyful  
transparency and refreshing sense of space to 
the concept of the floating elements in the un-
derground tunnels. The elements depict balloons 
floating up into the air, butterflies, dandelions, a 
clock and even a ticket that that arouses wander-
lust.

Client: A project of the city of Aschaffenburg in 
collaboration with Deutsche Bahn.
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